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Steven Coerts Van Voorhees arrived in Nieuw In almost all of them there is a town of Voorhees or
Amsterdam on De Bonte Koe in 1660. The family has  Van Voorhis (or 1 of the other spellings) to prove it.
had another long journey since then — economically  In the next several issues of the Nieuwsbrief T hope to
and geographically. We have spread into every state.  feature some of their stories.

The time and place for the Fall Executive There will not be a Reunion this year. We are still
Committee Meeting has not yet been determined.  working on extensive plans for the next Reunion.

Starting in the Fall Nieuwsbrief is a series of profiles of prominent Cousins of past years,
One of these might be Your Ancestor. Perhaps he/she is Your Eider Cousin .
and ... their historic homestead is ... in your present neighborhood!
You’ll never know ... unless ... you get the next Nieuwébrief:

You won’t receive a copy ... unless ... you are a member & have paid your dues!
(. (To learn your dues status, please check the 1 line of your mailing label. If the mailing label
=  does not say 2010 or Life, we’ve made a mistake OR your dues for 2010 aren’t paid.)
Your Dues are Deductible on your Federal Income Tax form.

2010 dues were due on Jan. 1, 2010. Please Check the DUES FORM on page 19.

We now have available the 7°* through the 9 Generations of the Van Voorhees Family
in America, starting with Steven Coerts Van Voorhees in 1660.
Our Books and CD include Spouses & In-laws, in almost all cases.
(This additional information is vital when tracing genetic diseases!,
For more details on how to get your copies,
see our BOOK ORDER FORM on page 8.
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BOOK ORDER FORM for The Van Voorhees Association Publications

Please copy or use this form and mail it with your payment. We are not yet taking orders online.
SHIP to: (Please PRINT.)

Make your Check or Money Order Name: ;
payable to: (
The Van Voorhees Association Street: '
and mail it to:
Mrs. Frederick Brack: City:
State: Zip: Phone:
(Email: )VVA #

_Qty. Price (ea.) Price Total Shipping (ea.) Shipping Total
The Van Voorhees Family in America:
The First 6 Generations $60.00 + $9.00

The Van Voorhees Family in America:
The 7" & 8" Generations
(in 2 books) ' $85.00 + $12.00

The Van Voorhees Family in America:
The First 6 Generations  PLUS
The Van Voorhees Family in America:

The 7" & 8" Generations (in 2 books) - __ $135.00 : + $21.00
Subtotal Subtotal
Shipping to New Jefsey? Add 7% Sales Tax on Only Books (Book Tax, if applicable)
Shippihg Subtotal

Grand Total including Books, Tax (if any) & Shipping

Through a Dutch Door: 17th Century Origins of the Van Voorhees Family  now must be purchased from
Heritage Books Inc. The code name is V3758 and the price is $22.00. The book can be ordered via website
www.heritagebooks.com or by mail to the address: Heritage Books Inc.

Attn. Herbert Bates

The Van Voorhees Association has recently published the 9 Generation CD (including children of the 9®
generation). Members of the Van Voorhees Association: $29 plus $3 shipping and handling = $32 (total) and
Non-members: $39 plus $3 shipping and handling = $42 (total); (Includes Free 1 yr Membership)
Important: (1) Please include your email address, if possible, so we may communicate with you as needed; and
(2) Please address any questions to '
Checks or money orders should be made out to the Van Voorhees Association and
mailed to: Robert F. Voorhees (
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The Original Home of the Van Couwenhoven/Kouwenhoven Family
by Marilyn Van Voorhis Voshall

Maretje Gerretse Van Couwenhoven married Coert

. Stevens Van Voorhees (#4 in our Genealogy, son of

Steven Coerts Van Voorhees) before 1664. Baptized
April 10, 1644 in the Dutch Reform Church in Nieuw
Amsterdam, NY, she was the youngest of 4 children.
Her sister, Neeltje, married Roelof Martens Schenck.
Her parents were Gerret Wolferts Van Couwenhoven

(born in 1610 at Amersfoort in Utrecht Provence,

Nederlands) and Aeltje Comelise Cool/Kool, daugh-
ter of Cornelis Lambertsen, born in De Nederlands.
Born circa 1588 in De Nederlands, Gerret Wolferts
was the son of Wolfert Gerrets Van Couwenhoven,
the 2" son of Gerritt Jansz (van) Couwenhoven.
Gerritt Jansz (van) Couwenhoven was (1) “a tenant
farmer of the Estate Couwenhoven in the neighbor-
hood Ceulhorst on the Hoogland near Amersfoort,
owned by the De Wijs family who were holding it
from the feudal Land Lord of Montfoort” and/or (2)
the same Gerrit Jansz Couwenhoven who in 1564 was
a “tenant of the land of the family Van Vanelveld”
and still there *“circa 1600.” His eldest son, Willem
Gerritsz, was a “tenant farmer of Johan de Wijs on the
farmyard Couwenhoven™ and, before and after 1612,

_ the “owner of about 1 morgen™ (2.25 acres) of land.

Ceulhorst could be loosely translated as a wooded,
brushy area with clay soil on the Hoogland (high
land, field or ground) about 5 klm. N. (on highway
N199) from the center of Amersfoort. This estate
probably extended down to the Eem River. The
Montfo(o)rt family was very rich and powerful in
both England and France. It’s quite possible a family
member had a very large estate in De Nederlands.

Wolfert Gerrets Van Couwenhoven came to Nieuw
Amsterdam in 1630 as Overseer of Farms for Patroon
Van Renssalaer (1 report), or in 1625 left for Nieuw
Nederland with his wife (Neeltgen Jacobsdr.) and 3
sons. In the 2" report he was a baker and later a
bleacher who resided “by the Coppelpoort outside of
Amersfoort.” (Koppel in Dutch has several meanings
including double; so this was probably a large port
(with 2 or more docks) north of the city of
Amersfoort, which is in Utrecht Province.

All the Dutch names above have multiple spellings.
There are 4 variations of Couwenhoven, made by sub-
stituting K for C and w for v in Couwen. Even more
can be made if v and w are interchanged in hoven. 1
found 4 variations for Wolfert, 7 for Gerrets(e), and
10 combinations of just these 2. Also, handwriting is.
difficult to read — especially in the olde style of a for-

eign language. One needs to know Dutch and German
as well as olde English plus geography and naming
principles. Olde Dutch and German are different from
the modern form in most dictionaries. Maps are also
vital and older ones are extremely helpful.

The name itself provides hints. In Dutch kou means
cold and wen means fen, bog or marsh. Hoven could
ecasily be misread, misspelled, a misprint or mispro-
nunciation of haven (Dutch for port). (Hafen is Ger-
man for port.) We are well aware of the errors in Eng-
lish spelling and pronunciation. So, now we have a lo-
cation: a cold fen port or a cold fen near a port. What
port? Where?

Both Amersfoort and Breukelen are in the Province
of Utrecht. It is suggested that the Couvenhovens
came from the N.W. section of Amersfoort, N.E. of
Utrecht (city). Breukelen is N.W. of Utrecht (city) —
approximately 1/3 of the way up the east side of E9
{(main highway) from Utrecht to Amsterdam. -

Now we need to find a waterway and a port. To

 make location easy , I'll start with Amsterdam and

move east along the Gooimeer to the town of Huizen
and the A27 highway running south to Utrecht with
some interconnected lakes along the way.

Go back to Huizen, then east (past a bridge) to the
Gooimeer. Go further east past a 2™ bridge to the
Eemmecer. Just beyond this 2™ bridge is the Eem, a
river going south directly into Amersfoort. North of
Amersfoort the Eem appears to be surrounded by
farmland (ibid. Dutch Map). The Eemdjck (dike) is
about 1/5 of the way upriver from the Eemmeer
(south) to Amersfoort and the Eembrugge (bridge) is
south of the Eemdjck. In olden days this whole area
along the Eem was probably marshland. (East of the
Eem River on the Eemmeer are the old towns of
Bunschoten and Spakenburg, whose residents still
often wear traditional costumes.) :

Since our Wolfert became an Overseer of Farms for
Patroon Van Renssalaer, he probably managed a farm
near Amersfoort on the Eem River. Apparently he had
several occupations and was successful in all of them.

Where is the exact original location of this family?
Unless we have more definitive records, I believe that
Couwenhoven (a cold marshy-area port) was a large
estate (probably comprising several farms) extending
from Hoogland (high ground: on the Dutch Map)
down to Coppelpoort (a double port with at least 2
docks) on the Eem River and it was not very far north
of the city limits of Amersfoort.
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ACTING PRESIDENT: Scott T. Voorhees VICE-PRESIDENT: Judith K. Van Voorhis
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(Chairman: ibid. above)
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Archivist: Judith K. Van Voorhis Internet Monitoring: Ann Nunn

Civil War Consultant: Mike Apgar Voorhees Notables: Marc Hoover

LDS Resource: Joyce Fesler Publications Consultant: = Larry Voreis
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MEMBERSHIP: Albert T. (Tom) Van Voorhies WEBMASTER: webmaster@vanvoorhees.org

~MEMBERS--AT--LARGE ~
David R. Voorhees Ted L. Bogert
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